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Family Composition of the “Aged Household” and
Geographical Mobility : The Example of a
Agricultural Village in Kagoshima Prefecture

Hircaki SuiMizu

Some social scientists pointed out that, in the out-migration areas, the intensification
of migration, the increase of aged population and the “Aged Household”, which is defined
as a household with one or more memders aged 65 years and over, are the features
caused by the “high economic growth” in Japan.

The “high economic growth” gives rise the increase of migration, particuraly, of the
young age people. This phenomenon seems to have much affected the vital rate of the
dut-migration areas, and it brings about the changes of the regional distribution of the
aged population and the “Aged Household.” ,

In the connection with these phenomena, it was founded out that the family compo-
sition of the “Aged Household” in the out-migration areas differs from region to region.
This paper attempts to examine the factors which brings about this regional differences
with the reference to the traditional family system and geographical mobility of popula-
tion.

As a result of analysis, it became clear that, in the society consists of the “nuclear
family”, the “Aged Nuclear Household”, which is defined as nuclear household with one
‘ or two mumbers aged 65 years and over, tends to appear through the excess-outflow of,
mainly, the young age population. On the contrary, in the society consists of the “stem
‘fami‘ly” or the “extended family”, the “Aged Nuclear Household” does not appear, even
if the excess-outflow of the young aged population is remarkable. ‘
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