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Report of the Sixth Fertility Survey in 1972, No. 12—
The Problems around the Inter-Marital
Area and the Population policy

Nobuo SHINOZAKI

I informed already the inter-marital area in Japan 1967.

Here I would like to show the actual state of this problems again because our
Institute of Population Problems carried out the 6th fertility survey in 1972 by the
sampling design besed on the census in 1970 which included the item of marriage
conditions classified by a native place of husband and wife and also the kinship of couples
and so these data are available all over Japanese couples whose wives’ age are 15-49,

At same time I suppose, I can not neglect such a marital condition from the view-
point of Population Policy in quality-especially the problems of an appearance of recessive
hereditary disease.

In Japan formerly even the rate of consins’ marriage marked over 5%, which is
considerable higher than the rate of Furopean and American, but in this survey come
down to 22%. This owes to the fact which the age of wives under 35 years old expand
the range to select their spouses. ’

However examining the distance of native place, we can not expect that the mating
were carried out widely and freely. Because according to this survey, the rate of couples
who the native place of husbands and wives were remote — for example between south
area and north area in an island of Japan, was only 13.2% and on the contrary reached
to 59.8% within a narrow area — for example in a same village or a same town etc,

These phenomena mean that as 100 years ago in Japan the past government adopted
the isolated policy during 260 years, the publics must be obliged to mate in a narzow
native place. Therefore if we trace back to severél generations before, the people in
narrow native place may have a same ancestor. And so we are to increase the dangerous
rate which will happen to combine the unfavarable recessive gen.

In fact, it was recorded actual number of mental disorder or mental deficiency was
83,640 in 1935, but now we have 1,240,000 in this case.

Our population policy in quantity direct the attention to a stable state of total
population by restricting to two children per couples in average and then in course of
decreasing the birth rate if such a case unfavorably will survive in future, the population
themselves will be destroyed by these diseases. ,

Thereafter it will be well said the important meaning for populatioh problems consist
in whether the level of population quality rise or not. | ‘

At last I am to show the table of skinship relation for your reference.
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Table 1 The inter-marital conditios from
the point of skinship in 1972
L
Duration of Cousins’ c fgﬁg&s, Remout Kinsh Fotal
et ousins’ ; o no-skinship Tota
marriage marriaga marriage marriage skinship
(%) &) (%) &) (%) (%)
0 ~ 4 0.89 0.37 0.52 1.52 96. 70 100.00
5 ~ 9 0.70 0.50 0.70 0.80 97.30 100, 00
10 ~ 14 1.33 1.05 1.39 1.17 95. 06 100.00
15 ~ 19 2.61 1.13 1.55 1.98 92.73 100.00
20 ~ A4 5.24 0.80 1.96 2.40 89. 60 100.00
25 ~ 7.19 2.50 3.75 2.81 83.75 100.00
Dk 2.94 0.98 0.98 1.96 93.18 100.00
Total 2.23 0.87 1.31 1.57 94,02 100. 00
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