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Report of the Sixth Fertility Survey in 1972, No. 11—
Number of Children Wanted by Japanese Couple
and Their Opinion for Child

Hidehiko Hama

It seems to be difficult to estimate future change of fertility in Japanese population
because it hes been kept unchanged at the level of nearly 1.0 in net reproduction rate
for the past twenty years. According to the 1972 Fertility Survey conducted by our
Institute, the percentage distribution of opinion for child by Japanese couple are as follows :

Answer (1) child makes home life enjoyable, 37.0% (husband), 41.49 (wife), (2)
child is required for the development of nations, 20.6%, 13.2%: (3) child is dependable
at the old age of life, 13.2%, 18.4%, (4) child is required for inheriting from father’s
business, 9.2%, 6.2% ; (5) couple ought to have a child, 8.0%, 8.9% : (6) priority should
be given to couple’s own life, 3.5%, 3,6%. Among them, answer (1) which comes to
the highest proportion reached 66.7 percent for the wife aged less than 25.

In terms of number of children wanted, the survey showed that number of children
actually wanted was 2.54 persons on average and those wanted in ideal conditions was
2.89 persons as compared with the existing 1.84 persons.' Husband has wanted more
children than wife in every case. » '

In connection with the opinion for child, answer (1) group wanted 2.57 persons and
answer (4) is as high as 2.78 persons. Young couples apparently seem to want less
-children because answer (1) is the highest among those peoplé, but they actually want
three children rather than two. This implies that the low level in number of children
wanted by answer (1) group would be affected by the fact that the couples aged 25 to
39 want two clildren. Howerer, it may be not sure whether the young couples still
want to have three children at their coming middle age or they reduce their aim tb the
level as low as seen in the middle age couples at the present.



