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Report of the Sixth Fertility Survey in 1972,
No.8——Recent Trend of Differential Fertility

Shinichi TAKAHASHI

The purpose of this report is to find out some characteristics of recent trend of
differential fertility in metropolitan regions (Tokyo and Osaka) on the basis of data from
the Sixth Fertility Survey. The method used here is to compare the fertility between
couples having different occupation, different level of education and income, by analysing
a marriage cohort.

The results of the analysis are as follows;

(1) DPost-war trend of general fertility was rapidly declining. But recently it tends
to turn to a small rise. Number of children ever born per married couples in recent
marriage cohort is larger in the first 10 years and more after marriage than in previous
marriage cohort.

(2) As to occupation differentials, particularly mannual and non-mannual workers, it
had seen that pre-war fertility of mannual workers was higher than non-mannual workers,
but this differentials have been reducing since post-war. A noteworthy feature observed
in recent marriage cohort is the reversal relationship in the relative position of mannual
and non-mannual workers. : ‘

(3) Fertility among husband’s educational attainment, particularly that of workers
shows same tendency as fertility among occupation. The inversely related relationship
between fertility and the extent of education changed to direct relationship in recent
marriage cohort. '

(4) Fertility difference by income of workers was not consistent in former times,
but in recent cohort there is a slight suggestion of an direct relationship between fertility
and income of employees. '

In conclusion, it can be seem, in recent cohort of metropolitan regioris, that there is
a slight recovery of fertility and, at the same time, there is a transition from inverse to
direct relationship of fertility between socio-economic status of workers.



