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Cohort Analysis of Female Labor Force in Japan

Eiko Nakano and Masako IXENOUE

It is said that the female labor force has increased keeping pace with the high
economic growth in Japan, although the shortage of young labor force has become a big
subject of discussion. There are, however, various problems in analyzing the characteri-
stics of the female labor force. This paper aims at clarifying to some extent the nature
of the female labor force in recent Japan from the angle of cohort with a life-cycle
approach.

Looking at the labor force participation rate for females in Japan based on the
recent census data, it is highest in age group 20-24 and becomes lower in age groups
25-29 and 30-34, but it again rises in ages over 35 years old. This trend is a reflection
of the pattern of female life-cycle consisting of stage as marriage, child-bearing, child-
rearing and so on. Under the recent circumstances of age at marriage and family planning
practice in Japan, the age of mother when her youngest child enters the elementary

school is about 35 years. We can see many cases that women take part again in labor .

market around this age. It has become popular that wives, particularly, whose husbands
are erriploy'ees. retreat from labor market while they are busy with child-rearing and
then rejoin it. Changes in the number of employee’s households from one age group to
another of household heads given in census data also clearly reflect this tendency.
Conditions of female participation in labor force are, thus, closely related with stages
of life-cycle. In view of the nature of life-cycle, more researches based on real cohorts
is needed for analyzing female labor force. Much of cohort data, however, have to be
accumulated in future. '

— 30 —



