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Recent Development in Population Policy
Concept and Study in Demography

Toshio Kuropa

1. Population policy is now becoming rapidly an issue of national, international, global
and also scientific concern. Scientific study of Population policy is a new field which
should be developed not only for implementing, but also for contributing to the integration
of population science. Population policy-oriented consciousness can be a new starting
point for demography to stimulate the scientific integration, because population policy has
inevitably to be concerned with every aspect of population, ‘namely growth, fertility,
mortality, migration and demographic structure and so on.

9. This paper attempts to highight population policy issue that has been recognized
through international meetings in which the author participated, namely U. N. Population
Commission meetings, IUSSP General Assembly in 1973, and CICRED Seminar on Demo-
graphic Research in Relation to Population Growth Targets held in 1973.

3. Population pohcy was one of the major topics selected for TUSSP General Confernce
in 1973, which gave high priority to policy subject for the first time. Populatxon pol1c1es

affecting fertility, d1str1but1on and internal ngratlon, and mternatxonal m1grat10n were

discussed.

4. Population growth target, which was taken at CICRED Seminar, is d1rect1y related.
with population policy itself. Discussion was prxmdmly focussed on pooulation growth
reduc’clon targets. - Timing and paths to achieve targets and also criteria used to deter-

mine targets were important topics. Futhermore, it should be noted that population
target shouid not be restricted to growth target, but should be 1nterpreted broadly, for
example population distribution pointed out by the author. : :

5. It is the United Nations that has been most seriously tackhng with populatlon pohcy‘

issue. Since the the 16th meeting of the U.N. Population Commission held in 1971,
the World Population Plan of Action, reflecting vividly serious concern for world popula-

tion problems, has been the major topic which is presenetd for the World Population -
Conference, 1974. The first draft of WPPA was discussed ‘at the 17th meeting of the. -

U.'N. Population Commission held in Oct. to Nov. 1973.

6. Population variables to which population policies are directed are clearly suggestedr

They include six broad areas of population concern, namely, population growth morbidity
and mortality, reproduction and. family formation, populatlon structure, populatmn dxstn-

bution and internal migration, and international migration. Of course, it should not de
overlooked that policies affecting :these population variables require actxon not only m i

fields of population but also-in-all socio- economxc ﬁelds of pohcy

L



