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Report of the Sixth Fertility Survey in 1972,
No. 3 — Differential Fertility by Working Status .
of Wives

Yoshikazu WATANABE

This is the third report of the Sixth Fertility Survey in 1972 which was conducted
as of June 1, 1972 by the Institute of Population Problems. This paper deals with differences
in the number of children ever born by working status of wives. The working status
of wives is closely related to child-bearing and child-rearing as a determinant as well as
a consequence of fertility differences among married couples.

Looking at changes in the proportions of workers and non-workers among wives by
their age groups, the lowest proportion of workers was found in wives in age group 25- )
29. The proportion tended to be higher in higher age groups going hand in hand with
the growth of children. |

The working status of wives was classified into the following six groups: family
workers, home handicraft workers, part-time employees, full-time employees, other wor-
kers and jobless wives. Aside from jobless housewives, those wives who are family
workers and home handicraft workers are regarded as having working conditions with
less difficulties in bearing and rearing of children in comparison with the WOrking
conditions of part-time and full-time employees. The survey data showed that higher
the age group of wives higher the proportions of part-time as well as full-time employees
among working wives. This means that decreasing burden of child-rearing made easier
for wives to work as part-time as well as full-fime employees.

In regard to the average number of children ever born per couple, it was found in
almost all the age groups of wives that family workers had the largest family size
followed by home handicraft workers and then part-time employees, and full-time emplo-
yees showed the smallest family size.

It may be concluded employment status of wives in child-bearing ages was an
important factor determining family size, and changing employment status of wives in
later ages tended to be a restrictive factor of having additional children.

— 19 —



