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Report of the Sixth Fertility Survey in 1972,
No. 2 — Method of Survey and Reliability of
Returns

Hisao Aoxk1 and Masako IKENOUE

A fertility survey was conducted on June 1, 1972, by the Institute of Population
Problems, Ministry of Health and Welfare. This is the sixth of fertility surveysl by the
Institute, the first of which was conducted in 1940. Since the second survey in 1952, we
have been conducting the surveys at five-year intervals.

The first report of this survey was already published under the following title:
“Report of the 6th Fertility Survey, No. 1—Summary and Selected Statistical Tables”,
Report of Field Survey for 1972, Institute of Population Problems, March 1, 1973. The
present article is the second report of this survey and is the first analytical work on
detajled data. v

(1> As to the method of selection of areas for this survey, we drew 300 census
enumeration districts out of all Japan by random sampling.

(2) We distributed our schedules to all presently married couples residing in each
sampling district whose wives were under 50 years old. The schedules were filled up

by the surveyed couples.
(3) The total number of schedules distributed was 9, 525, out of which 9,355 were

returned.
(4) We can estimate the number of couples on national scale by using the raising

factor with some calculated standard errors.
(5) The rates of unknowm are unexpectedly low, and we can analyze the data with

accuracy.



