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“Old Nuclear Family” and Geographiéal Mobility :
A Case of a Rural Village in Japan

Hiroaki SHiMiZU

Japanese demographers and sociologists have been increasingly interested in the
problems of old people and nuclear family.

Professor Takashi Koyama classifies Japanese nuclear families into three types: (1)
“Young Nuclear Family”, (2) “Middle-Aged Nuclear Family”, and (3) “Old Nuclear
Family”.

Kagoshima Prefecture is a representative area in Japan where “Old Nuclear Family”
type is found dominant and, particularly, J-Buraku which the author has surveyed may -
be said to typify the nuclear family system. J-Buraku is one of dry field farming hamlets
located in the south-eastern part of Kagoshima Prefecture.

Many family sociologists in Japan recognize the Japanese traditional famﬂy as “ie”,
stem family system. Some social anthropologists, however, make a point that there
has existed also the nuclear family system in the Japanese society aside from the stem
family system. In general, such nuclear family system coexists w1th the age- group
system, Altersklassen, “inkyo system” and the ultimogeniture.

This paper intends to analyse relationship between the nuclear family system, especi-
ally, “Old Nuclear Family” which is defined here as the nuclear family with one or
more members aged 65 years and over, and geographical mobility. It may be given as
a conclusion that the growth of nuclear family, particularly, “Old Nuclear Family” is
caused, on the one hand, by the traditional nuclear family system based on the co-resid-
ence of family of orientation and family of procreation which is commonly considered A
as an undesirable way of living arrangement by the people and, on the other, by “the
out-migration of young generation, particularly, in the 1960’. '



