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Task and Labourers’ Mobility and Migration
Hirotoshi SHIBATA

This is a case study on the spatial and occupational mobility of workers at a
factory of one of the biggest companies manufacturing electric machinery and equipment
in Japan. Focus is placed on clarifying workers’ motivation for occupational mobility
by analyzing relations between their types of work and their labour consciousness in
response to them. :

It is needless to say that sex, age and educational attainment are the major indices
to be dealt with for studying Japanese labousers working under the “seniority order”
which is a a basis of so-called “Japanese” labour-management relation. Attention, howe-
vor, must be paid to that the recent high growth of Japanese economy and the technolo-
gical innovation in manufacturing process have caused tremendous changes in the condi-
tions of workers. The technological innovation, in particular, has changed types of
work of labourers and affected to a great extent their consciousness of labour. This
changing consciousness of labour has come to exert a great influence on occupational
mobility of workers.

The followings are major findings in the present study. .

1. The spatial migration of labour force population tends to be influenced by the regional
ranges of labour market secured by respective enterprises, and, therefore, has a tende-
ncy of regional concentration for each enterprise.

2. Growing maturity of consciousness of workers toward their own task is becoming
a more influential factor of occupational mobility.

3. The proportion of those who feel dissatisfied with their present job tends to be higher

among male than among female workers and higher among those with higher educa- -
- tional attainment,

4. Consciousness toward task tends to change remarkably when workers pass the age

of 25 or so. '



