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Statistical Analysis of Recent Internal Migration
Yoichi Oxazaxi and Tomi Supa

During two postwar decades a drastic change of pouplation distribution has taken
place all over Japan. The major cause of this change is apparently high economic growth
which has created job opportunities in some industrialized areas. Owing to voluminous
migration from rural areas to urban areas, most of rural areas experienced depopulation
problems. During 1955-1960, 26 prefectures among 46 prefectures lost their population
more or less and during 1960-1965, 25 prefectures lost their population. Very recently
some new movements are appearing in internal migration and concerns of experts con-
centrate upon what will be future trends of migration and what kinds of policies should
be taken for regional redistribution of population,

In this paper the authors used Aunnwual Reports on the Internal Migration in Japar Deri-
ved fromthe Basic Resident Registers compiled by Bureau of Statistics, Office of the Prime
Minister, which show the number of inter-prefectural migration annally from 1954 to 1970.

Because of limitation of space for writing, only results of analysis on mobility of
population in the three Metropolitan Areas are presented here. Some important results
were found by our analysis. Among them, the following points are particularly interesting.‘

Firstly, rat_es of population increase in the Metropolitan Areas declined from the
peak in 1960-65 to in 1965-70 but they are still relatively high compared with population
increase in other areas. This means that population concentration into the Metrcpblitan
Areas continues,

Secondly, more important cause of population increase in the Metropolitan Areas is
not social increase (excess of inflow to outflow) but natural increase. Rate of natural
increase of each Metropolitan Area is higher than the average of the nation as a whole,
implying that population concentration will continue even without social increase, Such
a high natural increase in the Metropolitan Areas is due to young age composition:

Thirdly, of total number of inter-prefectural migration the number of migration
within the Metropolitan Areas is increasing at the highest rate in recent years. Parti-
cularly the number of migration within the Tokyo Metropolitan Area is increasing.
Formerly this kind of migration consists of inflow from prefectures outside of Tokyo
to the central Tokyo area but recently the major stream consists of outflow from the
Tokyo area to outskirts. The other Metropolitan Areas will follow the Tokyo Metro- v,
politan Area’s pattern. RS F R '

Fourthly, the number of migration from the Metropolitan Areas to Non-Metropolitan
Areas is recently increasing. Not only flows to surrounding areas but also to further :
areas are increasing. This may suggest that a new tendency to redistribute population
takes place. To make clear these points by statistical analysis should be the next step

of our study.



