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Conciousness of Successors in Farm Households:
In Kazo City, Saitama-Prefecture

Keiko WAKABAYASHI

Recently, many rapid changes have been taking place in Japanese rural society. Even
though many researches regard these changes as “the modernization of rural society”,
we cannot overlook the fact that the economic development and its policies under Japa-
nese Capitalism induced the most effective causes of them. We must be suspicious
whether peasantry have taken a positive role to promote such changes. Wa also have
to analyse whether the farmers’ social consciousness could be characterized as “rational-
istic’” one, corresponding to the modern capitalistic agricultural production.

Many Japanese sociologists are interested in the problems of the attitude and cons-
ciousness of peasantry. How do the peasantry grasp the social situations that surround
them, and in what ways do they respond to these circumstances? These are urgent
questions in demography, too.

The purpose of this report is to analyse the social consciousness of the peasantry
who are young successors in the suburbs, especially of agricultural management and
their own life.

Kazo city is comparatively stagement rural society, but recently many rapid changes
have been taking place there. The subject of this survey is young farmers who are
from 16 to 35 years old, and they are successors of upper farm households.

The questionnaire focus following ploblems: _

1. whether they will contine to engage in agriculture in the near future,

2. their judgment of value about agriculture for the occupation and agricultural land,

3. the current agricultural policies and demands for their organization.

Through this research, we have come to a conclusion that we can see vivid signs
on one hand that peasantry is now sincerely considering the improvement of their
everyday life, the introduction of agricultural new techniques, but on the other, they
remain in the matter of political consciousness. The tendency of introducing new
technology, rationalization of management and so on makes their eyes turn on the problem
of the mation, which will consequentry make their political consciousness more democratic,
more keen. Nevertheless they are conservative as a whole.



