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Trends and Problems of Female Labor Force Population
Eiko Naxawno

The female labor force participation rate in Japan is reducing bit by bit with an
occasional rise or fall repeatedly. It is due to the decrease of unpaid family workers
and the increase of employees, which the number of decrease exceeds the number of
increase. Among the female labor force, the rate of the employees to the unpaid family
workers had reached half and half eventually in 1965, and the actual modern1zat10n of
employment structure began since then. ,

The female labor force participation rate, classified by age, has two peaks at the
points of 20-24 years old and over 35 years old, mdlcatmg the M-type structure. As
the young population, which is a source of the young labor force supply, is reducmg,
the female labor force over 35 years old will be expected hereafter. Most of them are
married, so that the thoughtful consideration is necessary to perform two roles of
domestic cares and labor at the same time. ” _

The changes in female labor force population in recent years were affeeted by the
fact the reorganization of the male labor force had not been able to catch up with - the ’
rapid economical growth in Japan since 1960. This produeed a considerable effect .
particularly on the middle and old aged female labor force. They were mainly in
demand of non-skilled labor of small-scale enterprises in low Wages I-Iovvever, ‘the
populanon of female employees, who do not retire for the changes of life-cycle like
marriage or childbirth, are steadlly increasing part in future are expected It is also
necessary to make a study of the welfare of old age in connection w1th the problems of
motherhood or of a day nursery.
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