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Translation of
Furobe is Getting Old---
In need of a new population policy

)

This material is the translation of the thesis entitled “Europe is getting old---”, one

of the special publication, “Today in Europe” published by Council of Europe.

The author is Jean-Pierre Dumont who is the journalist of “Le Monde”. He has
written this article exclusively for the newspapers receiving feature service of Council
of Europe and with due regard to results of Second European Population Conference
organized by Council of Europe.

Summary is as follows. Every day for too many children are born and the world
population is increasing at an accelerating tempo. But in contrast with this fact, Europe
keeps lower in the birth rate, and the ageing process is continuing more and more. This
trend created in European Countries economic and social problems which were very
difficult to solve.

In order to solve these problems, it can be thought that there are two possible
policies. One would be to recognize that it is impossible to stimulate the birth rate,
and to endeavour to offset the relative stagnancy of the European population by vigorous
attempts to raise productivity by increasing recourse to foreign labor.

The other would consist in stimulating the birth rate by developing part-time work
and social utilities which enable women both to work and to bear childrn, and by grant-
ing very high maternity bonuses for each of the first three children. -

In any case Europe will have to make a rapid and pertinent choice between these

two policies.
(Shinichi TAKAHASHI)



