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Change of the Age Structure and the Suporting
Problem in Farming Households

Shigeru Havasui and Michiko YaAmMamoTo

The labor forces of farming households had supplied a great deal, most of which ‘are.
newly graduating labourforce, to the labor markets which had suffered considerable
changes due to the rapid increase of the demands for non-agricultural labor forces under
the rapid high economic growth. At the farming households, the drastical decrease of
produtive-age population, the contraction of the juvenile population and the enlargement
of the middle and old age population, particularly the old ages, are noticeable. The
feature of the rural communities before the war had been considered to be the functions
of nurturing and supporting the old aged population, however, it can afford to say that
it has changed to be the function of supporting the old aged solely nowadays. In the
rural communities of A grade, where land productivity and labor productivity are both
high, the dependency index shared by the producitve-age population is proper degree,
while in the rural communities of C grade, the index is extremely high due to the loss
of the producitve-age population in large numbers. ‘ ‘

The tendency that the fundamental labor forces are decreasing while the’ supplemen-
tary labor forces are increasing is particularly strong among the lower classes of the
villages of C grade, and among the farming households of the upper -classes in 'the
villages of A grade the fundamental labor forces are still keeping their predominance.
In regard to the decrease of labor forces of the farming households also, the tendency of
the increase of supplementary labor forces can not be ignored, but instead, the feature
as an expression of the contradiction of the rationalization should be observed through
the investigation of its actual phases. ‘

Though the effort for an adaptation to the reduction without exeption and the
tendency of equalization are perceived from the precise computation of the share index
(V/A) as a consumption unit shared by a labor unit, the disparities by villages and by
classes reflecting inequal development are still observed. '

It is the present situation that the most of the farmers of the'middlre or lower
classes cling to the agriculture under the circumstance like this, not having any 'expecta-
tion but merely due to a force of habit. It indicates that the way to escape from this
situation, avoiding difficult land problems, will perhaps be demanded in the rise of labor
productivity brought by the collective work. ' o |
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