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Regional Problems of Population in Japan
from the Viewpoint of Fertility

Nobuo SHINOZKAI

This essay is written in order to make clear the character of population trend in
region from the next points; how the vital statistical change influenced to every regional
population trend and st same time to the difference between regions.

The change of fertility after the war (1950~1965) speeded up over twice as compared
" with the change .of fertility before the war (1925-1940).

But the difference between 46 regions is not so much because the coefficient of
variation from the crude birth rate shows 24% before the war and 21% after the war.

Next the trend of difference between years reduced from 1955 to 1960 and rather
inclined to expand from 1960 to 1965 in the coefficient of variation from the crude birth
rate, but was reducing all the way through 1950-1965 in the coefficient of variation from
the standardized birth rate. '

This means the change of age-composition every vear.brought by the great migration
of youth especially in 1960-1965. ‘ ,

Next we could not forget the factor of natural m1scarr1age and . also abort1on wh1ch
influence to the trend of fertility as a result. . '

- Researching into the special fertility by 1000 married women of 15-49 age, th1sA
coefficient of variation between regions decreased in 1955-1960 and stopped to reduce in
1960-1965. | : ' - B TE

On the contrary the coefficient of variation of natural miscarriage and abdrtibn waé
increasing (see Table 4). » ‘

we could understand next meamngs by these facts; the dlfference between 46 regions
superficially may be seemed to be reduced, but in truth these phnomena owe to the
balance by the expansion of difference in the miscarriage and abortion.

The analysis of great change of regions in fertility showed double phases in Japan ;
one is the period and speed, other is the difference whether their demographlc status. of :
every region are upper or lower rank already at the start line of change. ’

Thereby however some regions may reduce the fertility, the 1educt1on are only W1th1n
the rank of high level and vice versa. :

‘Then speaking in general, the regional change of fertility have one balance in’ phase
and never revolutionary one in substance. . ' v

Even though I dare to pomt ou’c the reglon of such a v1olent change, I could say
only two regions. - :

Surely Japan have developped the economical condmons and mcreased the growth of
economical production and actually the difference of income per head between regwns 13‘ -
going on to a reduction from the view- point - of coefficient of variation. S :

Accordingly the coefficient of correlation between the fertility and the mcome showed‘_
—0.6445 in 1955, —0.2496 in 1960, and- +0.5897 in 1965. el

Thus it may well be said that Japan could ‘be free from the condxtxons of manyv ‘
babies in poverty even in the regional level. SRR R
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