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- _ 3 = 73 = 3 s i =3
& % s I 15~19 | 20~24 | 25~29 | 30~34 | 35~39 | 40~44 | 45~49 | 50~54
7 o4 ) % H o4& X 6.8 | 17.9 | 14.5 8.0 2.4 0.0
& & H A B OB R 11.4 62.5 83, 1 85.9 84,5 79.5
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| . 2 .
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RPN I A R® 4.8 17.4 17.2 9.6 4.5 1.2 0.0 0.0
W — U A g BB = 7.7 58.1 84,3 88.8 89.2 87.7 84,8 79.8
£
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,'\
(1965, HE WM AR | 253 | 35.7 | 25.5 9.8 2.2 0.4 0.0 0.0
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An Analysis of Socio-Economic Factors Affecting
Fertility in Japan

Yoichi Oxazaxki

Trends of fertility are influenced by various socio-economic factors. Therefore analysis .
of fertility is usually much more complicated than that of mortality. Particularly under-
standing of characteristics and implications of fertility trends in Japan requires knowlege
of the characteristics of the Japan’s economic and social circumstances.

Generally speaking, the process of modern fertility decline in Japan has been in the
same pattefn of the so-called demographic transition which was experienced in the West- .
European countries. Japan’s fertility decline since about 1920 corresponds to the fertility
decline of other countries in late 19 century.

Abnormally low fertility in Japan in recent years also corresponds to the same situa-
tion of fertility of the European countries and U. S. A. in 1930’s.

Interpretation of recent low fertility of below unity net reproduction rate is an
important point of issue at present. The author has an opinion that is considered
partially as a short-term, transitional phenomenon in process of fertility decline, and that
it will automatically recover if serious problems of living conditions, such as housing
shortage or relatively low wage rates in younger generation are solved in future.

At present, proportion married among young population is very low compared with
that of other industrialised countries and fertility within marriage is also very low.
Behind these characteristics there are two factors, one is the material living condition
‘which make marriage and childbearing difficult among young population, and the other
factor is the motivation of higher level of living which push the fertility-income function

downwards.



