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Report of the Fifth Fertility Survey in 1967 (3)
Kazumasa KoBAYASHI

This paper deals with an analysis of changes in marriage cohrt fertility on the basis
of fertility tables constructed for different marriage cohorts. The basic data come from
the Fifth Fertility Survey conducted as of July 1, 1967 by the Institute of Popualtion
Problems. The marriage cohorts used here are: 1) cohort mariied in 1942-47 ; 2) cohort
married in 1947-52; 3) cohort married in 1952-57; and 4) cohort married in 1957-62.
Those married prior to 1942 are omitted because of their small size for observation.
Married couples of any cohort are limited to those first married with wives whose age
at marriage is less thari 30 years. .

Fertility tables constucted have various items concerning couple fertility and items
used here of them are: 1) average number of cumulative live births per couple by live
birth order and by duration of marriage; 2) parity progression ratios by duration of
marriage ; and 3) birth probability by live birth order and by duration of marriage.

The older the marriage cohort, the greater the average number of cumulative live
births per couple, for instance, comparing the family size at the time passed 10 years
since marriage, the average family size of 1942-47 cohort, 1947-52 cohort, and 1952-57
cohort is 2.78, 2.39, and 215 births, respectively. Only one exception is the case of 1957
-62 cohort, the average family size at the time passed 5 yeals since marrlage of which
is a little greater than that of 1952-57 cohort. L ‘ c

Difference between marriage cohort in the fertility of first births‘ is vc‘:oﬁsidérably
smaller than that in fertjlity of second or higher order births, viewed from any fertility
indices like average number of cumulative live births, parity progression ratio or birth
probability. ,

The younger the marriage cehort, the lower the fertility of second births, but
there is hardly found any difference between 1952-57 cohort and 1957-62 cohort in the
second birth fertility. The average family size at the time passed 5 years since marriage
is a little greater in 1957-62 cohort rather than in 1952-57 cohort (0.57 vs. 0.54).

The .younger.the marriage cohort, the lower the. fertility of third births, too, and
this tendency is much clearer than in the case of the second birth fertiiity.. “The time
the fiertility of third births reached its peak is found in the seventh year of marriage
life for 1942-47 cohort, but that for 1947-52 and 1952-57 cohorts shifts to the sixth yaar
of marriage life. | :

The decline of fertility of fourth or hxghez order blI‘thS is also apparent comparing
between different marriage cohorts. Average number of cumulative live births per couple
at the time passed 10 years since marriage declined from 2.78 in 194247 cohort to 2:15
in 1952-57 cohort and 90 percent or so of this difference was contributed by the decline
of fertility of third or higher order births.
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