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A Hypothesis on Migration Behavior Based on
Japanese Experience

Toshio Kuropa

This paper aims to present and examine just newly emerging aspects of migratory
behavior of Japanese population which does not seem to have been experienced by any
countries before. In order to identify the incipient nature of transformation of migration
pattern, some retrospective examination and analysis of changing factors basically influen-
cing migration have been made. Major points are summarized as follows.

1. Internal migration in Japan has been characterized over a long time by the con-
tinuity of classic pattern of rural-urban, or centripetal movement of population in par-
ticular to two large cities, Tokyo and Osaka.

2. Regional differentials of economic development and of population reproduction,
which are basic factors causing migratory movement, have been considerably reduced in
most recent years. They suggest that the migration behavior of the Japanese population
is in a situation to be susceptible to any change different from the classic pattern.

3. Tremendous migration which occurred in the recent decade, has brought about
extraordinary change of population accumulation components in both urban and rural
areas. Natural increase rate rose comsiderably in urban, and decreased remarkably in
rural areas, primarily due to heavy change of age composition of population through enormous
migration out from rural to urban, Excess of in-migration over out-migration in large
cities has become less and less, even revealing net out-migration. In addition, increasing
trend of return migration from large cities and metropolitan areas to local areas from
where migrants came, is recognized. These changes in regional growth of population
imply that redistributive movement of population may have started in Japan.

4. It may be hypothesized from Japan’s experience that regional distribution of popula-
tion on the land would continue to make movement toward eventual equalization of
population. It may not be rational to assume that rural to urban migration would continue
infinitely. My assertion is that extremely accelerated migratory movement in the period,
1960-65, may be close to the last stage of traditional pattern of migration, and incipient
of transforming to a new dimension of migratiomn.

5. These findings and recognition should be seriously taken into account in formula-
ting national and regional development policy. However, it should be reminded that any
public policy designed to influence the location of population, cannot be effective, if it is -
against attitude, aspiration, and expectation of people, which may be changeable according
to economic growth and social change, and also not easy to detect them at the incipient
stage. v S t

6. The year 1968 witnessed an sudden increase of migration volume, attaining ne-
arly 7.8 million and 7.7 per cent gross migration rate, which are both the highest since
1954, when migration statistics started. It appears to imply something of shifting to a
new increasing trend from stationary period, 1965-67, during which migration volume
stood at nearly same level. It should be carefully evamined, however. Firstly, the year
1968 is a first year of new modified regiétration system. The Basic Resident Register
Law is enacted on November 1967 to supersede the old Resident Registration Law.
There are some reasons to doubt the sudden increase of registered migration. Secondly,
even though migration actually increased, brief examination seems to suggest that major
points developed in this paper are not seriously affected.



