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Change in Regional Distribution of Natural Increase in Japan
Minoru TacHI and Seiko TAKAHASHI

This is a complete paper for what was written by the present authors under the
title of “Changing Aspects in Regional Distribution of Demographic Reproduction” in
Annual Reports of the Institute of Population Problems for 1969, No. 14, Tokyo, 1969.

The purpose of this paper is to draw a picture of changing aspects in the regional
distribution of reproduction of the actual population by Prefecture through examining
changes in the share of the natural increase against the total in the whole country and
the crude natural increase rate.

Facts in 1930 as a pre-war pattern, and in the post-war periods of 1950, 55, 60 and
65 are analysed. Five-year averages around above-mentioned years of the natural increase
are computed. The crude natural increase rates are computed using these five-year aver-
age natural increase against census populations of above five respective years.

In the period from 1930 to 1950, it can be said, in genmeral, that relatively rural Pre-
fectures had larger share of natural increase against the total "in:'the whole country
rather than that of urbanized Prefectures. The crude natural increasé rate was higher
among rather rural Prefectures than among urbanized ones.

Since 1955, however, when the high economic growth rate started to continue, situa--
tions in this respect have greatly changed. During the period of 1960 to 1965, the share
of the natural increase against the total of the whole country among urbanized Prefectures
increasingly expanded and in 1965, the share of the natural increase among urbanized
Prefectures exceeded that of relatively rural Prefectures. During the period of 1960 to
1965, the crude natural increase rate of urbanized Prefectures 1ncreaq1ngly exceeded that
of relatively rural Prefectures as well as of the whole country.

Concerning the analysm of the causes of above-mentioned changes in the remonal
distribution of demographic reproductwn and economic and social effects Wthh such
changes are expected to brmg about, separate papexs are being prepared
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