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Report of the Fifth Fertility Survey in 1967 (2)

Kazumasa KoBAYASHI

This second report of the Fifth Fertility Survey conducted in 1967 by the Institute:
of Population Problems deals with regional comparisons of couple fertility by means of
marriage cohort analysis. The marriage cohorts were divided into 5-year groups as to
yvears of marriage ascending from the mid-year of 1962 to that of 1942, that is, 1957
~62, 1952-57, 1947-52, and 1942-47 marriage cohorts. The length of period of observation
was limited to the first 5 years for 1957-62 marriage cohort, the first 10 years for 1952
—57, the first 15 years for 1947-52, and the first 20 years for 1942-47 marriage cohorts.
The married couples were limited to those first-married with wives married under 30
years of age.

Fertility indices used in this paper are, 1) average cumulative numbers of live births.
per couple, and 2) parity progression ratios. and the both indices were measured at the
times after 5, 10, 15, and 20 years since marriage.

The average family size after 20 years since marriage in 1942-47 marriage cohort is
3.09 births for the whole areas and ranges from 228 to 4.15 among 20 areas in which
six out of eight agricultural and fishing villages rank highest according to family size
and small cities in general show smaller family size than big and medium cities.

The regional correlation coefficient of average family size after 15 years and 20 years
since marriage indicates 0.993, a very high positive correlation. The average family size -
after 15 years since marriage almost reaches the completed family size. The regional .
correlation coefficient of average after 10 years and 20 years since marriage shows also a.
high positive correlation, that is, 0.872, and it can be said that regionai relations of average.
family size after 10 years since marriage almost decided those of completed family size.

The average family size for the whole area |in the first 5 years of marriage life:
indicates 1.72 and that in the 15 years from 6th year to 20th year indicates 1.37, but the.
regional correlation coefficient of the latter with the family size after 20 years since:
marrijage shows 0.921, a much higher figure than that of the family size in the first
5 years with the family size after 20 years since marriage. This fact may suggest:
that diferential fertility of third and fourth births between regions tended to strongly
determine differential completed family size.

As to 1947-52, 1952-57 and 1957-62 marriage cohorts similar observations were made
on the average family size. ‘



