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Secular Trends in the Size of Household in Japan

Kazumasa XosavasHI

Among statistical data on households obtaind from the Population Census the maim
purpose of which is to survey the static situation of population, data on the characteris-
tics of family and household status of individuals are proper products of the population.
census, but the data on individual houscholds themselves are its secondary products. As.
the household, however, is, technically speaking, a basic unit in the census-taking, statis-
tical data on individual households are readily available from the population census and
there are increasing needs for them for various purposes, in respose to which household
statistics from the population census have been’ enriched and diversified.

The most fundamental statistical index on household is the size of household, and an:
index which has been available throughout all the population censuses since 1920 is the
average size of household. The definitions on household items in the population census.
have experienced some changes, and there was also a change of population enumeration
system from de facfo in the prewar censuses to de Jure in the postwar censuses. The:
problem to what extent these changes in definitions and survey methods affected statis-
tical comparableness of household data between past censuses should be first of all
considered in studying secular trends in households on the basis of the population census.

This paper deals with the possibility and limitation of comparing the average size of
household between the past population censuses of Japan, and an attempt has been made
to adjust figures of the average household size. As far as the figures of average house-
hold size obtained from the postwar censuses are corrected by adjusting to the definitions.
adopted by the prewar censuses, it can be said that the unadjusted figures of average
household size from every populaion census can be compared each other under different
definitions, if a highly strict comparison is not required, but as far as the change from.
de facto to de jure system is concerned, its influence on the comparability of household
data between prewar and postwar censuses seems hard to be clarified in statistical manner..



