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Special Issue

TRENDS IN THE CHANGE OF HOUSEHOLDS
IN JAPAN

Foreword

During 1967 fiscal year, in responding to the spontaneous rise of interest among staff
members, the Institute of Population Problems initiated, as stated in No. 106 of this
Journal (April 1968), a program to hold every year a symposium within the Institute of
Population. Problems, to be participated by all the members of the Institute, for the purpose
of establishing closer collaboration among members in their researches and studies and
further of promoting the research activities of the Institute. A symposium for 1968 fiscal
year was held at the Institute on April 9, 1969.

The theme of this symposium was “On the trends in the change of households in
Japan". The reduction of the average size of household was not experienced in Japan
before 1955, since when a tendency of its rapid reduction has been seen. This tendency
is, needless to say, an important fact from the viewpoints of economics, especially home
economics, or sociology, particularly family sociology, but it should be also a subject
important to studies of population problems, as a household is a unit of grouped persons
in a population. The symposium was presided by me and developed multi-dimensional
debates on the following three reports:

1. Secular trends in the size of household in Japan
by Kazumasa KoBAYASHI

2. Regional correlation between household size and some demographic factors
by Kiichi YAMAGUCHI

3. Families and households in recent Japan: their trends and problems
by Masao UEepA.
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1. Dr. KoBavasHl reviewed changes in definitions of housechold items in the past
‘Population Censuses of Japan, examined comparability of household data between censuses,
.and upon making some statistical corrections for time series comparisons, discussed the
:secular trend in size of household through the past censuses.

2. Mr. YamacucHl made clear features of prefectural distributions of average size
-of household in 1930, 1955, 1960 and 1965. The year 1930 was taken as a representative
year of the prewar period, and 1955 as a year just before the reduction of the average
:size of household has started. He conducted a multivariable linear correlation analysis
between the distribution of the average size of ordinary household by prefecture and
distributions of the following demographic factors: standardized birth rate, net migration
rate, ratio of the employed in the primary sector of industry against the total employed,
ratio of the population living within DID (the densely inhabited districts) against the
‘total population, and the ratio of the nuclear family households against the total ordinary
households. Examing the partial correlation coefficients, he found a fairly close negative
-correlation between the average household size and the ratio of the nuclear family house-
holds. He also made a multiple linear correlation analysis between the distribution of
the nuclear family household ratio by prefectures and the following factors: net migra-
‘tion rate, ratio of the employed in the primary sector of industry, and the ratio of the
population of DID. He found a fairly close plus partial correlation between the ratio of
the nuclear family households and the ratio of the population of DID which indicates the
-extent of urbanization of population.

3. Mr. Uepa discussed national and regional features of changing household structure,
‘and referred to demographic, economic, and social factors in the changes of household
structure.  He also tried to make estimates of ordinary households, nuclear family house-
holds, old person’s households, and mother-child households,k and pointed out cardinal
‘problems on the future changes in the household structure from the demographic,
-economic, and social viewpoints.

This symposium was a success in its bringing forward many important points around
‘basic questions from the viewpoints of studies of population problems on the marked
«changes in households recently appeared in Japan. Therefore, it was decided that the
reports of this symposium be published as a special issue in the present number of the

Journal.
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