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Recent Trends of Perinatal Mortality in Japan
Shimako OcINO

This paper deals with recent trends in Japan's perinatal mortality for the whole
country and its prefectural differences and also some international comparisons.

The perinatal mortality here used is, as defined by WHO, the retio of late foetal
deaths (28 completed weeks of gestation) (A) plus neonatal deaths under 1 week of age
(B) to live births. The ratio of late foetal deaths (A) annd that of neonatal deaths
(B) to live births are called late foetal death ratio and early neonatal mortality rate
respectively.

The perinatal mortality in Japan had declined slowly from 46.6%. in 1950 to 41.4%0 in
1960, then declined rapidly to 30.1% in 1965. The rate of decline between 1950 and 1965
was 35.4%. The early neonatal mortality rate, declined from 15.1% in 1950 to 82% in
1965 by 45%, whereas the decline of late foetal death ratio was only 30% between 1950
and 1965.

The recent late foetal death ratio of Japan is remarkably higher and the early
neonatal mortality rate is remarkably lower if comparing with western countries. The
proportion of late foetal deaths among perinatal deaths in Japan is, consequently, con-
siderably higher, i.e., 74.3% in comparison with 43-57% level in western countries. There
are some debates on the international comparability of perinatal mortality structure cen-
tering around the problem of inclusion of some extent of early neonatal deaths into late
foetal deaths or the effect of induced abortions, but the author thinks it undeniable that
Japan will have some underdevelopment in maternity health administration of pregnant

women or mothers in confinement.
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& EE| 27.0 24,6 22,6

1 db ¥ .2 1 25.3 22.5 20.7
2 % .5 .3 .6 22,6 23.0 21,9
3 = =2 .0 .1 .6 21.8 20.1 20. 4
4 7 OB .4 1 1 22.9 20.6 19.9
5 % H .6 .1 .3 24. 1 22.3 21.7
6 1l 1% .0 .7 .2 19.0 20.3 19.4
7 & Eb 2. 6 .9 .4 27.7 26,8 23.9
8 X I .3 7 .2 29.1 28,3 26.6
9 #5 A& .2 .8 .5 26,1 26,2 24,5
100 ¥ B .5 .2 .1 25,6 24,4 22,2
1 E .4 .9 7.5 25.4 23. 1 20.4
12 - b3 .3 .3 .6 27.6 24,8 22.8
13 ¥} & .2 1 .8 23.3 21,3 19.4
14 % I .3 1 .2 24. 1 20. 4 19.6
15 % 8 8 6 .9 23.5 21,1 17.9 19.2
16 1y .8 8 .2 21,2 19.8 16.4 15.9
17 5 M .5 8 .5 20.9 20,3 19.0 18.6
18 &/ H .0 1 .8 29.5 25,2 20.8 24,9
19 1l £ 9 9 .0 33.4 28.3 26,2 29,8
20 & B .6 6 .7 26.6 22.9 20.2 24.9
21 I B .5 .8 .9 24,6 25.0 21.9 21.2
2 % ¥ 7 2 .8 27.0 24,4 22.8 23,7
23 4y 1 4 .2 24,4 21,8 20.0 20.4
24 = &g 0 5 .1 26.8 24,3 18.8 23.8
25 Pk H .0 L7 .6 28.5 27,9 24.0 21,2
26 I # .6 .3 .4 24.9 24.8 21,1 20.8
27 kIR .9 5. 7 .9 32.4 28,3 25.0 26,4
28 & .2 .9 .1 32.4 28.9 24,5
29 & B .8 .7 .1 33.7 30.1 25.2
30 0 Wy .4 .6 .5 32,1 27,7 27.0
31 B Iz .5 .8 .8 28.6 25.8 21.4
32 & H .6 .9 1 27.9 24,3 24,1
33 [ L .4 .5 N 25.2 23.6 20,9
34 K B .3 .8 .9 25.5 26,3 23.9
35 1 ] .6 .9 .9 30.8 . 27.5 22.8
36 ff B 8 L4 .9 36.3 32.6 32.4
7 F M 1 4 .6 24.7 22.2 20.3
38 & % .7 .6 .6 26.2 23.3 23,7
9 H 40 . . .2 30.5 27.7 22.4
40 #® fig] .3 .0 .3 32.8 29.9 26.8 26,1,
4 K .0 .6 .0 30.6 27.3 27.2 26,9
2 B B .2 .4 .3 27.8 25.6 23.9 24.5
43 & K .6 4 .0 30.5 25.9 25.5 25.2
4 K 4 1 .2 .5 33,4 27.2 25.5 31.6
4 7/ .0 .3 .9 27.7 28.2 21.0 26,4
6 B R B .5 .6 31.0 29.4 26,9 28.6
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4 = 14.3 13.7 13. 1 13°5 12,5 11.6 11.3
1 dt ¥ 1.1 9.9 9.9 10.8 10.0 9.7 ‘9.6
2 3 o3 15,6 15,6 14.8 7.1 15.6 15.1 13.8
3 4 g2 18,3 18.0 16.5 18.1 17.3 16.4 15.0
4 Bk 13.1 11.7 1.1 11.6 13.7 11.3 9.9
5 K 2| 16,7 14,9 15, 4 16.1 14.9 13.7 14,2
6 L A 19. 4 18.9 17.5 18.2 18.0 17.5 15.9
7 5 J=A 13,2 12.9 14,7 14.4 12, 4 12.3 14.2
8 3 Ik 20.0 18.2 17.0 18. 1 16. 1 16.0 15.2
9 W K 13.0 18.5 12,2 11.4 12,6 12. 4 11.3
10 3 =28 13.8 13.8 3.5 14,0 13. 6 11.7 12.0
n B E 17.8 18.3 17. 8 18,2 17. 4 15.8 14,7
12 F e 21.0 19.3 17,1 18.8 18.1 14.9 14,1
13 3t 10.3 9.5 8.9 8.1 7.6 7.2 7.2
14 i %% ) 10,7 1.4 9.3 9.4 9.0 8.2 7.7
15 ¥ & 14.6 13. 1 12.9 14.0 14,6 13.2 12.9
16 10 25.3 21,7 21.5 25.6 22.5 19.0 19.1
17 J 22.5 22.1 21.0 23.0 21.3 18.1 16.7
18 1 1 21,2 20.2 20.2 20.0 19.8 16.5 16.2
19 il Pl 8.7 9.4 7.3 L2 7.4 7.6 7.8
20 £ i3 13.1 12.9 11.8 11,7 12.4. 11.0 11.7
21 I B 16.7 18. 1 16.9 18,5 14. 1 15.8 14.5
22 % | 12.3 12.7 12.1 11.7 11.0 9.7 9.3
23 &n 15.1 14,8 13.8 13.3 12,2 11.4 10.8
24 = sy 16.0 14.7 13.1 13.9 11.3 11.9 12,2
25 P& " 20.7 19.3 19.0 20.1 19.0 17.7 15.0°
26 I 5 14.9 13.5 13.2 13.8 11.9 12,0 10.4
27 Xk B 12.8 12,7 12.0 11.3 11.9 9.5 8.5
28 & 11.3 11,9 10.9 10.8 9.4 9.3 9.2,
29 3 R 17.2 17.6 18. 4 19.4 16.2 15.7 15.9
30 1k 1 18.1 16.0 16,2 16.9 17.5 14.8 15.2
al B I 15.8 1.9 12.4 13.3 11.0 11.6 i2.0
32 & )i} 17.3 16.2 16.5 16.4 14.7 14.2 16,3
33 i 16.5 16.0 14.7 15.5 13.4 11.7 12.3
34 K oA 15, 4 14.2 14.9 14,9 13.3 13.8 13.2
35 il fu 11.0 10.8 10.7 12,4 11.7 1.1 9.9
36 i B 19.3 19,1 19.2 20. 4 16.9 15.7 5.3
37 & J 23.4 23.3 20. 1 22.8 18.3 16.5 19.5
38 g 18 17.6 16,2 16.8 16.3 15.5 14.8 13.1°
39 4y 20,3 18.5 18.0 2.2 19.7 17.8 17.2
40 & [id) 10,2 10.1 9.4 9.9 9.0 7.7 8.7
41 ff by 13.1 11.8 1.3 11.9 11.0 10. 4 11.4 .
4?2 £ %y 10,9 10.7 9.9 11.4 9.7 9.5 9.9
43 1B PN 11.5 1.1 10.7 11.6 10.0 10.3 - 10.4
44 K 4y 15,2 15.5 14.7 14,7 14.8 14.1 12.0-
45 E 53 15.3 14,9 12.3 12,7 11.9 11.2 13.3
46 i BB 9.7 8.6 8.0 8.3 7.9 7.6 7.9
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