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Female Labor Force in Japan: Its Employment

Structure and Change (1)

Yoichi OxaAzax:

Under situation of labor shortage which the high economic growth since 1955 has
induced, utilization of female labor force has begun to be eagerly discussed in recent years.
At present, female labor force occupies fourty percent of total labor force and labm
force participation rate of female population is fifty one point eight percent.

As it is often emphasized, the female population bears two responsibilities~home and
work—.  The kéy problem in utilization of female labor force is how a harmony
between these two responsibilities is kept. In other words, there is a serious problem of
harmony between short-term point of view of manpower utilization and long-term point
of view of it.

There is another problem in female labor force. Not only in Japan but also in other
advanced countries, hte female labor force is engaged in some specific occupations which
rank at relatively low status. Of course, there is a relation between low status of female
labor force and the responsibility of them to home.

This paper is a part of a study on the female labor force which the author intends
to proceed from various aspects of labor force, particularly from the aspect of reproduction
of labor force. In this paper the characteristics of employment of female labor force and
its change from 1920 to 1950 are dealt with, using the population census data.

By two kinds of indices, that is, proportion of female labor force to total labor force
and proportion of female labor force to male labor force, following preliminary results
have been obtained, |

(1> Female labor force concentrated to agriculture, textile industry, service industry
and so on which showed relatively low productivity of labor. , '

(2) Female labor force was utilized as a buffer to fluctuations of employment which
were induced by the crisis of the national economy during 1920-1930 or by the Second
World War.,

(3> The Second World War has given fernale labor force an opportunity to make
inroads into labor market. In some industries these indices of female labor force utiliza-
tion rose definitely during the war time and have not declined after the war. ‘

But the final conclusion should be reserved until further analysis will have been
conducted on the situation from 1950 to the recent year in which drastlc changes of the

national economy and employment structure have occurred.



