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Today’s Population Problems Considered from the
Viewpoint of Industry and Employment

Shigeru HAyvasHI

Relationship of demand and supply of labor force in Japan has definitely changed:

under the high economic growth. That was due to the increase of labor demand by

remarkable growth of manufacturing industry and the decrease of labor supply which was.

brought by the process of modernization of population after the war.

Under the circumstances, modernization of industry and employment has been promoted.

and its most important expression is a remarkable decrease of laborers employed in

primary industry. Annual rate of increase of laborers employed in secondary industry has.
been much more greater than that of population and labor force and its effective source:
has been in agricultural population. But agricultural population rapidly became old aged.

and womanly, because it lost a great deal of young male labor force.
Although increase of employment of secondary industry has been remrkable, a tendency

of diminishing rate of increase has appeared by the effect of rationalizing investment and.
relative share of employment in heavy and chemical industries is still lower than that of

advanced countries.

Recently, employment of tertiary industry, particularly of those sectors which are.
related to producing sectors is increasing, but the share of employment in commerce and.
service and so on is still large, and generally speaking a favorite situation in which.
decrease of population and increase of income in low productivity sectors are both proceeding,.

does not appear yet, suggesting the difficulty of rearrangement of these sectors.

Movement of labor force between firms of various sizes was also promoted by labor

shortage and reduction of difference of wages between firms of different size appeared,

but these phenomena took place mainly in younger laborers and middle and old aged.

laborers were left behind, implying the difficulty of solving the dual structure and the

permeation of social selection process.

Labor shortage under the high economic growth is becoming severe, but it is mainly-

connected with younger labor force and middle and old agéd laborers increase absolutely'
and relatively. To adjust this coexistence of shortage 'anfd‘surplus, must be the central
problem of the present employment policy. ‘



