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Significance of the Situation of Population and Population
Problems of Present Japan

(Posthumous Manuscripts)

Tatsuo HonNpa

The change of population depends upon that of economy and society, but population
changes much more slowly than economy and society. For example, it takes at least
twenty years, until an effect of some control of birth appears on labor market. On the
other hand, the change of population, if it implies a fundamental change of population,
acts as an indisputable, basic condition for national economy and national life in future.

During twenty years after the war, the population and population problems of Japan
‘has passed through various phases of remarkable changes and entered to a new stage
with the recent high economic growth. Such a severe labor shortage which has been
brought by the high economic growth has been an unprecedented phenomenon except
the war periods. Now we arrived at a point to reconsider the changes of population in
the postwar period and to make clear the phase of population problems in which we are
facing at present.

The purposes of this paper are to point out what the fundamental problems are and to
make clear how the population and population problems of Japan has changed, with the
comparison to the situation in the prewar period; along which process they has changed;
how they will change in the future, in order to present an indispensable point of view
A{or the future policy making.
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