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Female Morbidity Rates in the Underdeveloped Areas
Shimako OcINO

The Institute of Population Problems condacted in 1965 “A Survey on Migration of
Population and Labor Force Relating with Social Development” taking rural communities
selected fom three different underdeveloped areas, of Japan i. e., the northern part of Ou
(Aomori and Iwate), the southern part of Kyishi (Kagoshima and Miyazaki), and the
south-western part of Shikoku (Kochi and Ehime). This survey adopted householder
method with 6,310 households holding 19,271 individuals of 15 years and above. Paticipa-
ting in this survey, the author was in charge of morbidity study of the inhabitants con-
cerned, inparticular, of the females. The main findings are as follows:

1. The highest morbidity rate of female of 15 years and over (Computed from self-
statement data of subjective symptom) was found in Kochi, and in turn Kagoshima,
Ehime, Iwate, Aomori and the lowest was in Miyazaki. In regard to age-specific ‘morbi-
dity, specially high rates were found in age groups 35~44, 45~54 and 55~64 of Kochi,
and in age group 156~24 'of Kagoshlma

2. Comparing the morbidity rate of female W1th male, under the classification of
households into (a) full-time farmmg, (b) part- tlme farmmg (mamly farmmg), (c) part-
time farming (mamly other Jobs), and (d) non-farmmg, it is noticeable that i in Kagoshlma
female rate is higher than male one in each household category, 1nc1ud1ng (c) in thch it
reaches as high as 1.8 times of male rate. In addntlon households Ca) in Aomori and
Kochi, (b) and (¢). in. Ehime and szazakl show remarkably hlgh rates of female mor-

bidity.



