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Characteristics of Farm-Households Leaving
Farming in the Underdeveloped Areas

Yuichi MiNAKAWA

According to the Census of Agriculture, the number of farm-households which leave
farming has_increased considerably since 1960. In 1960, they numbered about 53,000,
increased to about 91,000 in 1965, and the percentage of the farm-households which leave.
farming to the total farm-households rose from 0.9% to 1.6% during these five years.

The basic cause of this increase in the numbers of farm-households which leave.
farming is the enlargement of labor market under the high-level economic growth since:
1955. In these ten ‘years, the cityward mlcratlon and part ~-time farmmg of the farm.
householder and his heir progressed markedly.

- Three fourths, of the farm-households which leave farmmg remamed at the same:
rural residence, which means that majority of the farm-households which left farming:
were thos¢ whose householders had engaged in farming on part-time basis and had other-
non-farni jobs before total abolition of farming.

But the character of the farm-households which leave farming in the rural and:
mountainyil_lages,ir:l; the underdeveloped area is somewhat different from this. In the
underdeveloped area, the percentage of cityward migrants in the total farm-households.
which leave farming is very high, and that of remainders at the same rural residence is.
low. Especially in the underdeveloped villages and towns of southwest Japan, the propor--
tion of cityward m10'1ants is as high as from 40% to 70%.

This report intends to clarify the characteristics of the farm-households which leave-
farming in the underdeveloped area by analysing the data collected from hearing concer~
ning the motivation and socio-economic conditions of farm-households migration.



