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Demographic Structure and, Its Change inithe Underdeveloped Areas
Yoichi Oxazak1

The underdeveloped areas have a special pattern of demographic vital rates and age-
composition. This fact should be assumed as the pre-condition of development policies
of these al‘éaé. “From this point of view, the author analysed the demographic character-
istics of the areas, .utilizing not only population census data and vital statistics but also
results of a special survey which was made by co- oper'ltxon of Ministry of Health and
Welfare and Ministry of Labour in 1966.

Population increase rate of the areas was, in general, high in the past and it is still
high at present. But it is declinig by a considerable speed recently in spite of relatively
high fertility, because a great deal of child-bearing age population move out. This trend
is especially clear in the areas belonging to Western part'of Japan, Shikoku, and Kyushuy,
but it will spread over the other areas in Northern part, Tohoku.

 The underdeveloped areas are sparsely populated and out-flow of productive population

is a key problem, at present. But if natural increase rate continues to decline or to be
low level, a situationn of naturally decreasing population will appear and extraordinarily
aged population will appear in future. So there is a danger of vicious circle.

Considerable proportions of out-migrants are young, new entrants to labour force.

"Numbers of middle and old age migrants are small. According to our survey by ques-
tlonnane, pxopoztlons of 1espondents who showed intention of move-out were very small.
Main reasons why they do not like to move are attachment to their estate and local
patriotism, by their answer. But there might be more serious reason that even if they
hope to move, thev can not find reasonable place to live and job opportunities.

Under high economic growth there have been voluminous migration which contibuted
to equahze regional level of living. However there remain stock of populatxon in under-
developed areas who can not migrate by various reasons. Some specific measures of
economic and social policies are needed for these population. ‘
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