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Congress Symposium on Population Problems
of the Eleventh Pacific Science Congress

Minoru TacH1

The author sketches history, purpose, nature and organization of the Congress
Symposium No. 1 on “Population Problems in the Pacific” of the Eleventh Pacific Science
Congress which was held from 23rd to 26th August 1966 in Tokyo.

The theme of the Symposium was “New Dimensions in Pacific Demography” and
discussions were made in six Sections of (1) population growth, (2) fertility and family
planning, (3) mortality, (4) migration, urbanization and economic development, (5) food
potential and nutrition, and (6) development programs.

At the conveners’ request, Dr. Irene B. Taeuber, Senior Research Demographer at the
Office of Population Research in Princeton University of USA served as the Chairman of
the Symposium, and following delegates served as rapporteurs for the respective Sections ;
Dr. Shigemi Kono, a staff member of the Institute of Population Problems, Japan, for
Section 1, Dr. Mercedes B. Concepcion, Director of Population Institute, Uuiversity of the
Philippines, for Section 2 on fertility, Dr. Minoru Muramatsu, Section Chief of the
Institute of Public Health, Japan, also for Section 2 on family planning, Dr. Yoshiko
Kasahara, Senior Demographer of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics of Canada, for Section
3, Prof. You Poh Seng, Director of the Economic Research Centre, University of Singapore,
for Section 4, Mr. Basilio Aromin, Officer of the Division of Social Affairs of ECAFE,
for Section 5, and Mr. S. Selvaratnam, Senior Research Officer of the Department of
National Planning of Ceylon, for Section 6.

Participants registered were more than 350 experts from various fields of sciences.
Presented papers amounted to 54, from 17 countries in the Pacific and three United
Nations Organizations, i.e, FAO, WHO and ECAFE.

The author reports the successful results of the Symposium as follows: (1) In the
Pacific, particularly in Asia, growing national interest in population problems and remark-
able progress in the study on population problems were seen, and National Institutions of
population study have been created in several countries. (2) Some rapidly modernizing
countries in Asia and Latin America have shown signs of declining féftility, and demographic
transitions in these countries attracted keen interest. (3) Though the population problems

of the developing countries in the Pacific were discussed from various viewpoints,
particularly imbalance between the increase rate of population and that of food supply
drew sharp attention, and on the one hand, needs of all efforts to increase food production
were emphasized, and on the other, needs of measures to moderate population growth
rate were strongly advocated. (4) In many Pacific countries, interest of Government in



population problems has been increasingly growing, and many countries have started
family planning dissemination policy as the national policy. And in some countries where
national policy of family planning is not yet adopted, activities of the non-Government
organizations are being greatly strengthened and expanded. (5) Imbalance of applications
of science and technology in the economic, social and demographic fields was pointed
out. In the field of demography, imbalance of those application between in mortality and
in fertility was emphasized. (6) As the population problems are multidimensional problems,
needs of cooperation of all branches of science, natural and behavioral, were enthusiastically
emphasized. And Resolutions that the Congress recognizes and accepts responsibility for
the continuance and intensification of population research were adopted unanimously at
the General Meeting of the Congress.

The following are names of participants present at the Congress Symposium in the
alphabetical order of the countries: (Australia) E. Hipsley of Australian Institute of
Anatomy, and N. McArthur of Australian National University; (Canada) Y. Kasahara of
Dominion Bureau of Statistics; (Ceylon) S. Selvaratnam of Department of National
Planning; (Republic of China) S. C. Hsu of Joint Commission on Rural Reconstrucrion,
and I. C. Yuan of Academia Sinica; (Japan) K. Arimoto of National Institute of Nutrition,
T. Ishizu of Keio University, S. Kawano of University of Tokyo, S. Kono, T. Kuroda,
Y. Okazaki and M. Tachi of Institute of Population Problems, H. Mizushima of Kyushu
University, M. Muramatsu of National Institute of Public Health, S. Watanabe of Japan
Gerontological Association, M. Yamamoto of Juntendo University, and T. Yazaki of Keio
University ; (Republic of Korea) L. J. Cho and H. Y. Lee of Seoul National University,
J. M. Yag_g_ of Yonsei University, and C. S. Youk of Institute of Population Problems;
(Malaysia) Saw S. H. of University of Malaya; (Philippines) M. B. Concepcion of Univer-
sity of the Philippines, and C. R. Pascual of National Institute of Scierice and Technology ;
(Singapore) You P. S. and S. H. K. Yeh of University of Singapore; (United Kingdom)
D. V. Glass of London School of Economics and Political Science; (United States of
America) R. K. Anderson of The Population Council, J. L. Clay of Department of State,
P. M. Hauser of University of Chicago, W. T. W. Leung and J. M. May of National
Institute of Health, W. J. McGanity of University of Texas, H. D. Messinger of Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley. H. T. Oshima of University of Hawaii, and Irene B. Taeuber
of Princeton University; (United Nations Organizations) B. B. Aromin of ECAFE; P. V.
Sukhatme of FAO, Rome; and K. Uemura of WHO, Geneva.




