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Trend in the Maternal Mortality in Japan
Shimako OGino

This paper deals with the process of imporvement of the maternal mortality in Japan
from 1900 to 1964.

The maternal mortality in Japan has been declining in this period, but this decline
was achived by four stages of period on each of which almost no decline in the former
half of the period was followed by a rapid decline in the latter half.

The stages are 1) upto around 1910, 2) from around 1910 to 1925, and 3) from around
1925 to 1945, and 4) after around 1945 (the postwar period).

Death rate from the “puerperal fever” which had been a major cause of death in
maternal mortality for a long time began to show a remarkable improvement since arovund
1925 and this cause of death is no more than a minor one in recent years.

On the other hand, death rates from the “toxaemias of pregnancy and puerperium”’,
the “haemorrhage of pregnancy and childbirth”, the “ectopic pregnancy” and the “abortion
without mention of sepsis and toxaemia” have shown in oeneml only a slow decline and
this tendency has been preventing the maternal mortality as a whole from a remarkable
improvement. ‘

Especially deaths from the “toxaemias of pregnancy and puerperium’ have a tendency
of gradually increasing their proportion among total maternal deaths.

Observing the maternal mortality by age groups, an actual increase in the mortality
is noticed among those in higher ages (around 30 years or more).
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