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On the Actual State of School-age Children Not
Attending School and Attending Special School

Hisao Aoxi

According to the Basic School Statistics by the Ministry of Education in Japan, the
ratio of children aged 6 to 14 vears not attending school to the total school-age children
of the same years of age has been sharply decreasing for the last half a century. For
instance, it was 9.73 in 1920, 4.12 in 1935, 1.81 in 1955, and 1.46 in 1964 per 1,000
population.

Consequently, the illiteracy rate in Japan 1s now very low as compared with other
Asian countries. It owes to a remarkable increase of enrollments to the special schools
or classes for the handicapped.

But it is our regret that since 1961 the decrease of the ratio of children not atten-
ding school has come to a deadlock, because the ratio of the exempted has pretty raised
up, though that of the extended fell down smoothly on the one hand. This fact is due
to the situation that the extension of special schools or classes could not come up with
the increase of school-age population.

The writer understands that the capacity of slightly handicapped cases {or the special
classes which attached to ordinary primary or secondary schools, was enlarged, but that
of medium cases for the special schools which are exclusive was insufficient, and that
of serious cases was let alone as the non-attending.

On the occasion of reporting this paper, the writer estimates ratios of the mentally
retarded and physically crippled to the present school-age population. The former is 16.3
%o, and the latter is 3.5% (the both including slight cases).
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