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Economic Growth and Change of Agricultural and Fishing Population

Shigeru Havasiun and Takayuki Inouvi

The high economic growth expanded the demand for lTabor force, propelled to change
farmers and fishers to modern wage carners, and formed a nation-wide homogeneous labor
market. This phenomenon is clear especially in case of young labor force.

The decreasc of agricultural population remarkably proceeded, heads and successors
of houscholds moved out from agriculture and villages. FHowever, the young labor force
is secured to maintain the next generation of the household, in some types of villages and
some classes of farmers.

The classifying process of farmers has gone beyond the prewar trend of middle class
standardization to the separation to upper and lower classes which is a unprecedented
change in the Japanese agriculture.

On the other hand, the number of farm houscholds having a subsidiary business
increases, clean-off process of small size, part-time farmers does not proceed, the upward
tendency of farmers is weak, the formation of wealthy farmers is negligible, and the
decrease of number of farming households is not conspicuous——the strong resistance is
expressed against the optimal allocation of agricultural population required by the econo-
mic development.

The contraction of fishing population is progressing, the influence of economic growth
is strong especially in the fishing group having the high capital structure, so that the
classifying process is more remarkable in fishing industry than in agriculture. However,
the tendency of having a subsidiary business in fishers impedes the process of changing
to wage earners, makes unclear the classification.

In short, the high economic growth propelles the modern reorganization of backward
sectors through the change of demand-supply structure of labor force, & considerable

number of difficult problems appear in this process.



