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Life-Anthropological Conception and Its Vision around
Problems of Population Quality : An Approach
from the Viewpoints of Physical and
Cultural Anthropology

NOBUO SHINOZAKI

Here I would like to be going to research a theme of contact to problems of popu-
lation quality by approaching from the field of physical and cultural Anthropology.
In order to promote this division, as a premise, I must review the system of existing
Anthropology and the language or word of human beings itself ; especially the Japanese
word “Jinrui”. In Japan I find this expression “Jinrui (human beings’ word)” would be
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at first seen in old scroll scripture in which this word was used as an explanation of
many various picture of person at Nagasaki about 1650.

Since the Section of Anthropology was organized in the British Association for the
advancement of science 1822, in Japan the Anthropological Society was established at
Tokyo 1884. Accordingly the main current of Anthropology in Japan have been influen-
ced by the European-Anthropology particularly the German Physical Anthropology. Now
we shall have more than 42 Associations around Anthropology in a world, but most idea
of tasks or rasearches seem to be belonging to rather the study of old society, otherwise
interesting in remains except a few of study concerning a living man, much less in po-
pulation quality.

Kluckhohn’s proposal “Anthropology is no longer just the science of the long-ago and
farnway” may indicate a new direction of composition to the idea of life-Anthropology
and also we have already researched in the field of “ergology”.

If Anthropology consist in the definition “Science of Man”, and must be studied
centering around an object of man himself, whatever the entrance of research may be
physical or cultural, I suppose we should be inevitably to ought to have many problems
in common with both divisions and that the fruits must be evaluated in the real fact or
actual truth concerning “Man” in the long run. Of course we have found many findings
or knowledges around human ; for instance, special features of mankind ; namely ability
of joining five fingers together, number and direction of path of a nerve in mandible,
complete building up of the diaphragm, custom of obligatory, and offering, idea of average
man and ctc. It goes without saying that these above-mentioned traits survive through
a long historical living way of mankind by selection, adaptation, adjustment, mutation
and so on.

Therefore 1 suppose it might be well permitted that the conception of Life-Anthropology
will be able to be constituted and conceived reasonably as the contact field to problems
of population quality.

In such fields of research nobody had not necessarily studied as an Anthropologist
under such a ideology in past. I could recall several pioneer-researchers named R. Ritter,
R. Gessain, Mile de Bestrange and a few Japanesc researchers.

In conclusion I should like to stop my saying by stating my idea of system concer-
ning Life-Anthropology as follows.

1) TFundamental branch of this research
Human Genetics, Physiological Anthropology, Osteological Anthropology, Human Eco-
logy, Nutrition Anthropology, Biochemical Anthropology, Anthropological Philosophy.
2) Actual branch of this rescarch
Somatology, Labour Function Research, Adaptability Variability Research, Ergology,

Sexual Anthropology (includ family planning), Psychological Anthropolegy, Vital Demo-

graphy, Eugenic-Euthenic Research (include mixture, inbreeding marraige etc.).

Even though “the ascertainable truth is piece-meal, partial, uncertain and difficult”
by Bertrand Russell's advise, human beings are now living here actully before our eyes.



