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Population Movement and Life Structure in an Underdeveloped
Rural Area : Based on a Case Study of Iwaizumi-cho in

Iwate Prefecture, North-Eastern Region of Japan
SumMiko UcHiNo

I "This article is a provisional report ol a field survey on under-developed agrarian
villages which attempts to find out social and cconomic implications of heavy rural
exoclus, including scasonal cmployments, and also to evaluate various factors affecting
population movement which might be expected to assist the ¢stablishment of regional
development policy.

2. Iwaizumicho is a mountainous rural village of Iwate prefecture in ‘North-Eastern
region of Japan.  This village is sometimes called “Tibet of Japan” because of its
peripheral location and socio-cconomic backwardness. Her population is 24,846 persons
according to the 1965 Census. The rate of population decrease showed 10.7 per cent
during the intercensal period, 1960~1965. However, decrease rate of households during
the same period was only 0.6 per cent.

3. Obviously, even such a village very far from metropolitan areas has been affected
by modernization process. Particularly, expectaion consciousness for modern way of life
is considerably heightened, which is evidenced by peoples, strong desire to lift their
income level by means of séasonal employment especially during heavy snowy scason.
lowever, very small holdings of land and low level of qualification as seasonal employ-
ment make it very difficult to attain signigicant increasc of income.

In spite of rising consciousness for improvement of way of life, their housing
structure has barely bettered, still remaining insanitary and lacking modern facilities,
primarily due to extremely low income. Consequently, generally a subsistence dict
prevails.

On the other hand, increasing frequency of seasonal outgoing of household heads for
longer time, for example longer than half a year, tends to create familial and financial
troables. In such cases nccessary training and sufficient nowrishment for chilcdren are
nalurally lacking.

1. We may suggesl some important points to which should be given signilicant
allention in connection with further study from the standpoint of policy making.

(1) Socio-economic and administrative implications of shrinking size of family.

(2) Policies for modernizing life structure and consciousness, ‘

(3) Examination of the establishment of regional development area as a unit in
view of rapid decrease of population.



