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An Estimate of Future Labor Force Population in Japan

HipEnixo Hama
CHIZUKG YAMAMOTO

Recent trend of labor force population in Japan are directed to “modernization”, and
if the labor force participation rates are compared by age groups, it is found that it is
only the age group of 15~19 years old which is showing a remarkable decline reflecting
the upward tendency of promoting to higher grade of education.

The target for future rates, however, should be placed on lower levels in every age
group, and the assumed labor force participation rates will be <losely related to the dec-
line of proportion of workers engaged in primary industry.

Thus, in this estimate, the above two factors in each prefecture are assumed in cal-
culating regression lines by five year age groups, according to cross-sectional analysis.

When the proportion of workers engaged inprimary industry in the year of 1985
will be reduced by sixty percent as one of the plausible rates, which will then become
13.0 percent of the total, the calculated labor force participation rates in national average
are given on the regression lines in each age group.

The estimated total population by five year age groups multiplied by these assumed
rates give the estimated labor force populations. Among them male population will still
increase, but female population is expected to be reduced considerably. To make the
decrease of female population possible the increase of income and the leveling-up ol
social security will be fundamental factors.



