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Patterns of In-flow of Farming Labor Force:
Actual Conditions and Point of Problems

SHIGERU HAYASHI

Agricultural population of Japan has been surplus and has steadily flowed out under
the push effect. On the other hand, the influence of the pull effect has been also remar-
kable. The volume of flow definitely depends upon the fuctuations of labor force demand
as it is shown in tremendous out-flow at the boom and a considerable number of in-flow
at the recession.

However the stream of in-flow of labor force into the agriculture is relatively small
to that of out-flow. For instance the return-to-agriculture policy at the Shiyowa cricis
merely contributed to mitigate the increase of visible unemployment, the unemploved
accumulated in the agriculture must have flowed oul again soon. Because the economic
position of farming households was worsing off to absorb the surplus population.

According to the Survey of Labor Force Migration in 1963, there were various kinds
of in-flow into agriculture. But the major part of it was due to inheritance and marriage,
the total volume was small because the in-flow as labor force was negligible. Even at
the boom almost constant volume of people flowed into the agriculture. This stream was
due to the same cause and was closely related with the stagnant number of farming
households.

The development of national economy requires the rational shrinkage of agricultural
population implying the reduction of farming household. The establishment of favou-

rable employment condition and social security system is necessary for it.



