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Report of the Fourth Fertility Survey in 1962 (4

Hisao Aokl

This paper is the fourth report concerning the results of the Fourth Fertility Survey
conducted in July 1962 by the Institute of Population Problems. The first report written
in No.90 of this Journal dealt with figures of average number of children ever born per
couple, the second one in No. 93 analysed the problem of childlessness, and the third one
in No.95 observed the distribution of couples by number of children ever born and that
of hirths by their birth order.

In this fourth one, report was made on the problem of birth interval or interval-
specific fertility.

The average number of years per child born alive was found to be 5.42. The com-
parable figures from the past three fertility survey showed 3.69 in 1940, 3.79 in 1952,
148 in 1957. There has been a steady space extension of child birth in Japan.

There were 827 couples whose duration of marriage were 25~29 years. When we
compute their birth interval by birth order and number of children ever born, and com-
pared it with that of the previous survey, there were rather contraction of interval in
high-fertility conples, although there were extension of interval in low-fertility couples
one the one hand.

Breaking down the birth interval into occupational group of husband, agricultural
and forestry workers had shorter mtewal (2.3 years) with high-fertility (4.2 children), but
non-manual workers had longer mt(.rval (2.6 years) with low-fertility (3.4 children).

As to the birth interval in the recent marriage cohort, there were extension of inter-
val between the first and second child especially in non-manual workers, as well as the
ex tension between the second and third child especially in agricultural and forestry wor-
kers and manual laborers.

But the interval between marriage and the first child is shorter than before in gene-
ral. The implication of this fact is that the recent fertility pattern of Japan was early
birth of the first child, spacing birth to the second or third child, and thercafter the

strong limitation of parity progression.



