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Megalopolis  Formation and Suburban Agriculture

YuicH MINAKAWA
Sriko TARATIASIH

This report examines the effect of urbanization and industrialization in areas along
Pacific and Inland-Sea coastal lines on surrounding suburban agriculture and agricultural
community. The number of agricultural households in such suburban agricultural areas
is 1.8 million and the agricultural population there is 10 million, occupying 30% of the
total agricultural households and their population.

At present, the agricultural households and villages in these suburban areas are
undergoing big qualitative change through the rapid urbanization and industrialization,
reflecting the high level of growth in economy. Recently, the development of suburban
intensive agriculture utilizing the economic location in the suburban zones is being ham-
pered by such negative factors to development of agricultural managerent as the
abolition of farm land by convertion into industrial lots and residence, or part-time
engagement in agriculture of household heads and first sons.

This situation presents a problem of great effect to the future of urbanization. The
dissolution of suburban agriculture by urbanization will also cause a severe difficulty in
the food supply for these areas of gigantic population concentration. Then, also for the
healthy development of urbanization, the protection and promotion of suburhban agriculture
mainly for vegetables, live-stocks and horticulture are strongly needed.



