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Some Characteristics of the Megalopolitan Development
in Japan : Migration Velocity Analysis

SHicEMt  KonNo

This study attempts to analyze some notable characteristics of migration streams into
the megalopolis in Japan, the coalescence of the three major metropolitan areas, namely, the
Tokyo-Yokohama Area, Nagoya Area and Osaka-Kyoto-Kobe Area, by making use of the
index of “migration velocity” which Prof. D. J. Bogue and others contrived to measure
relative intensities of migration streams between geographical areas.

The present analysis indicates that there are distinct features among the prefectures
delineated as megalopolitan which include not only prefectures within the three metro-
politan areas but those lying between each two metropolitan areas. First, for those
megalopolitan prefectures, net in-migration velocities from non-megalopolitan prefectures
are substantially high whereas those in reverse current are not significant: secondly,
in-migration velocities are incomparably higher between megalopolitan prefectures than
between non-megalopolitan prefectures. Megalopolitan prefectures are characterized not
only by strength of in-migration velocities into their areas but also by mighty migratory
force taking place between intra-megalopolitan areas.

It gives us some interests to analyze the tendencies of migration streams concerning
the prefectures lying between major metropolitan areas. Shizuoka, Gifu and Shiga repre-
sent such prefectures and they show that the coalescing tendency is under way, particu-
larly between Tokyo-Yokohama and Nagoya metropolitan areas from the migration point

of view,



