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Agglomeration of Population in the Pacific Coast and

Seto Inland Sea Coast Megalopolis in Japan

Masao Uebpa

This report studies the possibility of Megalopolis formation along the Pacific and
Seto Inland Sea Coast, connecting metropolitan areas in and around Tokyo, Nagoya,
Kyoto, Osaka and Kobe and other areas, by means of four indices examined in separate
report by Mr. Hama.

Among the cities, city wards, towns and villages which satisfy the first index of
population density over the national average (253/km?) at the time of 1960 census, the
areas connecting to the coastal line have been chosen. These areas stretch considerably
far inland ward in Kanto district and, though being rather intermittent in the western
part of Chubu district, continue through the middle part of the Inland Sea Coast and
includes 44% of the total population of Japan.

When the second index of population density over the national urban-area average
(719/km?) is applied to the cities, city wards, towns and villages of the same region, the
extent becomes conceivably smaller but 35% of the total population is distributed here.
The extent of cities, city wards, towns and villages which satisfy the third index of
containing “Densely Inhabited Area”, is broader than the region set by the second index
and includes 38% of the total population. The distribution of cities, city wards, towns
and villages in this region satisfying the fourth index of plus population increase during
the period of 1955~1960, extends slightly bigger than the area set by the third index
and contains 37% of the total population. Further, cities, city wards, towns and villages
“which satisfy all these indices contain one third of the total population and these are the
areas showing the nuclear city characteristics. Even these few indices of population
concentration can well indicate a considerably large degree of population agglomeration.
If the trend up to the present is assumed to continue through the future, the possibility
of the formation of a megalopolis can be considered to be sufficiently assured. However, to
delimitate megalopolis and examine the possibility of this region developing into such
megalopolis as in the United States, their characteristics in function and structure must

be studied.



