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Delimitation of Megalopolis Based on Some Criteria in Japan

Hiptimiko  Haaia

The aim of the rescarch reported here is not to discuss theories concerning megalo-
polis but tries to get some actual delimitations of areas and populations of the megalo-
polis throughout Japan.

As a first step in this direction, however, with indefinite significances and features
about today’s megalopolis, we should be tentative in taking some criteria for delimiting
the arcas and populations.  In this situation we take four kinds of criteria for trying to
establish the boundaries of the megalopolis in Japan. These are (1) the population den-
sity more than 253 persons per square kilometer which shows the national average at
the time of 1960 Census, (2) the population density more than 719 persons which is the
natiopal average of the whole urban area of Japan in 1960, (3) the population increase
rate which shows over zero between 1955 and 1960, and (4) the identification with
“Densely Inhabited Area”(DID) in 1960 Census.

FEach criterion is applied to Shicity), Ku(ward), Machi(town) and Mura(village) as
administrative units, and populations in the area calculated by each index are different
respectively.

The population of the areas density of which exceeds the national average amounts
to about 69.14 million in number and 74.0 in percentage to the total population of Japan.
Likewise, the population of the areas density of which exceeds the national average of
the whole urban area of Japan is 45.88 million and 49.1 per cent respectively ; according
to the criterion of population increase rate, 55.18 million and 59.1 per cent, and according
to the criterion of DID, 63.07 million and 67.5 per cent.

Figures 1~4 shows the regional distribution of areas which come up to each criteri-
on respectively, and Figure 5 gives the combined distribution by four criteria.

Figure I shows a continuously and densely populated area along Kanto—Tokaido—
Setouchi (the Pacific and Inland Sea Coast) region. This giant belt of urban agglomera-
tions may represent a megalopolis in Japan as has been expected before. However, the
present study is limited to some basic observations though each map shows interesting
results to some extent. On the next step, it will be required to adopt more criteria and

to define more precisely the boundary of the megalopolis in Japan.
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