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An Introduction to Demography of

Megalopolis in Japan

Minoru Tacil

Recently, “megalopolis” is increasinglv attracting keen interest among the learned
circle, due to phenomenal urban concentration of population in Japan. This is an introduc-
tory remark to demographic studies on megalopolis in Japan, by a study group in the
Institute of Population Problems. Firstly, the author briefly introduces the studies on Amer-
ican Megalopolis made by Prof. Jean Gottmann who has pioneered such studies in this
field. Secondly, he highly evaluates the vision of the Japan Proper which was drawn by Prof.
Kenzo Tance, basing on “the Tokaido Megalopolis”—a big ribbon from Tokyo Metropai-
itan region to Osaka-Kobe Metropolitan region along side the Pacific Ocean—, and points
out what should be done in the demographic approach to megalopolis in Japan. Thirdly,
he presents the following tentative major items of the project of this study; studies (1)
on delimitation of megalopolis and its standard, (2) on selection of nuclear cities in megalo-
polis, (3) on demographic characteristics of megalopolis, (4) on demographic characteris-
tics of nuclear cities in megalopolis, (5) on factors which affect growth of megalopolis,
(6) on the function and role of megalopolis in the national development of Japan, (7) on.
demographic structure and change in megalopolis, and (8) on demographic, economic, and

sociological problems concerning megalopolis in Japan.
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