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A Statistical Observation Concerning Divorces in Japan
Eixo Naxkano

This paper deals with a statistical observation of divorces in 1951 and 1961 in Japan.
The writer computed divorce rates by dividing the numbers of divorces of all Japan in
1951 in 1961 respectively by the numbers of presently married women enumerated at the
1950 and the 1960 population censuses (as of October 1). The rate of divorce thus com-
puted for 1961 is 69% of that for 1951, while the conventional crude divorce rate for
1961 is 76% of the same rate for 1951.

Prefectures of high divorce rate are found among industrial prefectures and each
prefecture in Tohoku and Kyushu regions with high proportion of population employed
in the primary industrial sector.

As to age differentials of the change in divorce rate, the rate per married female
population among the age group less than 25 years lowered less between 1951 and 1961
than that among the other part of age category did.

As to ages at divorce of husband and wife, there is found a higher divorce rate
among husbands and wives who were both in higher ages and also among couples whose
husbhands were younger than wives.

As to the duration of marriage until divorce, the highest divorce rate belongs to
couples whose duration of marriage is less than one year, and among these couples these
occurred one divorce out of 40 pairs of couple when the wives are less than 30 years old.

Observing by number of children alive at the time of divorce, the rate of divorce
among childless couples reaches two times of that among couples with single child and
eight times of that among couples with three children. Comparing this tendency in 1961,
however, with that in 1951, it is pointed that the effect of the number of children on
the rate of divorce became weakened in this ten-year period.
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