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Differences in the State of Health of Laborers

by Industries in Japan

MinorU Mivakawa and Axiiko YONEDA

This report is a comparative analysis of the rate of awareness (ratio of those who
were aware of the sickness cach time having been attacked among the surveyed) of
chronic diseases obtained by the survey conducted by our Institute in June 1964, in four
kind of industries, steel, wholesale and retail, level land agriculture and mountaneous
land agriculture.

The summary of the result is as the lollowing;

1. Distinct difference in the rate of awareness can be noticed for some types of di-
seases in the four industries, and gencrally, with the exceptions of some diseases, the
awareness rate is low in wholesale and retail and high in agriculture. In steel industries,
the rate of a few discases is extremely high but [or other diseases, it is lower than in
agriculture.

2. Although maintainning a similar tendendy, difference in the rate of awareness in
different types of diseases is clearer in case of females compared with male. This diffe-
rence in the awareness rate in females in common in all the four industries except for
arteriosclerosis.

3. The similar tendency is shown in the two age-groups of 20~39 and 40~59,
which seems to indicate that the tendency originates in the factoral difference peculiar
to each industry.

4. The disease awareness rate by mumbcers of employees in steel and wholsale
retail industries does not show marcked difference and according to the type of diseases.
There are cases that the awareness rate becomes higher as the numbers of employees
are bigger, or it becomes lower. In small-size enterprises employing less than 29 persons,
there are certain typs of diseases which show opposite tendency from higger-sized enter-
prises, connoting that factors affecting health of workers in small-scale enterprises and

those in bigger-scale ones are heterogeneous.



