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Analysis of the Present Phase of the Population Problems of
Japan: in Special Reference to the Overconcentration

of Population in Megalopolitan Areas
Tarsto HoNpa

1. The low birth and death rates have beccme a constitutional attribute of population
in post-war Japan, which is, so to speak, a silent declaration of human rights and demo-
This, naturally, requires an innovation of national

cracy by the people themselves.
The

economy, 1. e. the economy of high productivity of labor and high level of wages.
actual effect of the new pattern of vital statistics in the labor market, i. e. the slow
down of the increase rate of the labor force, will appear after 1965, especially after 1970.

9. By the way, the high growth of Japan's econcmy in recent years has occaisioned
a severe shortage of labor force, which is an epoch-making event in her century long
history of capiltalistic developement. The farming labor force has began to decrease
rapidly. The number of farming household, however, do not decrease so much, although
side jobs even of householders are prevaling more and more. Farmer's tenacity for
farmland is so strong that the national program to enlarge the too small farm scale and
to increase the farmers income so far as to balance the rising wage level of modern
industries is at the deadlock. According to the recent results of the Institute’s survey,
even in the inheritor sons of farmers who are being engaged in other occupations major
part of them are intending to inherit the farmland in future. The reason why they don’t
intend to abandon their farmland in spite of the relatively decling income of agriculture
can be explaind by the fact that the present wage level and their conditions of employ-

ment arc not enough to assure their life. A small piece of farmland has a high worth

as an indispensable subsidary income source and as a guarantee of their old age life. In
other words, farmers tenacity for farmland is nothing but the proof of the very low wage
level and the deficit of social security of the present Japan.

3. The excessive inflow or overcocentration of population in megalopolitan areas will
be explaind also by the low standard of living of urbarn population. It is needless to say
that the fundamental condition of the concentration in megalopolitan areas is the con-
centration of capital. However, a secondary and adjusting condition against the excessive
inflow or over-concentration lies in the height of living standard of the urbarn area. If
it were high enough as to maintain the dignity of the citizens, it opperates to keep away
an excessive inflow of the persons who have no ability to live there. In Tokyo or Osaka,
however, the inflow population consists mainly of newly graduated young labor force,
majority of whom is engaged in small and medium size enterprises. The live-in system



of these enterprises shows how their labor conclitions are being kept low. Therefore we
can say as follows: in megalopolitan areas in present Japan, the wealth concentrates the
population, and the poverty accelerates it to the excessive extent. Or, in other expression,
the huge population-absorbing power in these areas lies in the huge range between wealth
and poverty. The worries of over-concentration of population in great cities can he
remedied only by the adjustmen of antagonism between capital and labor in capitalistic
economy.

4. The abundant supply of cheap labor, favored chiefly by the stable existence of
small farming system, has been a strong promotive power of Japan’s capitalism. Its
high growth in recent years have occaisioned, as mentioned avove, the severe shortage of
labor force. And this shortage of labor force is pressing it out more and more by the
deterioration of farmer’s economy. But such a way of labor force supply can not solve
the problem fundamentally, nothing to say of the increasing social unrest. It will lead,
moreover, to an excessive decrease of birth rate in rural areas and to a national inbalance
of supply and demand of labor force in the near future. Some symtoms of such move-
ment are perceived in the trends of differential fertility in present Japan. In a word, the
cheap labor system of old day Japan has become fetters to Japan’s capitalism. She has
grown to such a stage, but the work to do now is exceedingly severe. Nevertheless,
demographic transition of postwar Japan requires it to be done by all means. The popu-
lation problems of post-war Japan, which has passed several aspects successfully, has now
been confronted with the last and the most difficult aspect.



