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Recent Studies on the Length of Life
Based on Human Skeletal Remains

Kazumiasa KoOBAYASHI

The study of population is needed to be extended in its time span to as far past a
period as possible since the biginnig of human life. Most of the studies in the field of
population history done by demographers and historical scientists so far helong to works
based on documents or inscriptions recorded in the past periods. As the literal culture
has relatively young history in the whole human history differing its length among vari-
ous regions and peoples, the study depending solely on documented materials is to be
largely restricted in its time aspect.

Anthropologists have been showing increasing interest in mortality observed from the
estimated age at death of human skeletal remains excavated from various prehistoric and
ancient sites. It is found that some of their recent works show a gradual application of
demographic techniques, for instance, construction of life tables, or computation of death
rates per population estimated on some imaginative assumptions.

The increasing concern with the demographic analysis of the results of skeletal
study is backed by the recent technical development of estimating skeletal age. The
demographic study of skeletal populations makes a great contribution not only to anthro-
pological knowlegde of ancient human life but also to widening the time perspective of
the study of population phenomena. In this paper the writer describes the present
situation of the demographic study of skeletal populations and makes some discussions on
the technical problems related to both demographic and anthrepological fields.
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