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Report of the Fourth Fetrility Survey in 1962 (1)

Hisao Aokl

A fertility survey was conducted in July 1962 by the Institute of Population Problems,
Ministry of Health and Welfare. This is the fourth of fertility surveys by the Institute,
the first of which was done in 1940. Since the second survey in 1952 we have been
conducting the surveys at five-year intervals.

The method of selection of areas for the fourth survey was rather complicated. As
for urban areas we selected three wards as parts of great metropolitan cities, two cities
as large size cities, two as medium size cities, also two as small size cities, a city and a
ward of a big city as parts of an industrial conurbation, two cities and a village as paits
of coal mining urban areas.

As for rural areas we sclected seven towns as rural areas locating in the suburbs cf
big cities, three towns as commercial crop producing areas, a city and four towns as
grain producing areas on plains, three towns in hill regions and finally a city and two
towns as fishing communities.

In total, 35 cities, wards, towns and villages were selected from 12 prefecutres. The
selection of these 35 areas was made by a principle to include such areas as representing
major kinds of regional patterns found in present Japan with regard to demographic and
socio-economic characteristics. These regional patterns cover, as described above, a dozen
different kinds ranging from megalopolis to mountain and fishing villages.



We, then, ®xamined carefully our selected areas and excluded some exceptional dist-

ricts found in each area which did not seem to show their typical patterns which we

thought to be able to attributed to respective areas.

After the exclusion of such inadequate parts, we drew census enumeration districts
out of each area by random sampling. The number of enumeration districts drawn diffe-
red among areas, but, in result 30 or 31 districts were drawn for each of 12 regions.

We, then, distributed our schedules to all presently married couples residing in each

sampled district whose wives were under 50 years old. The schedules were to be filled

up by the surveyed couples.

The total number of schedules distributed was 12,893, and the total returned numbered
12,729 out of which 12,720 were able to be used for tabulation.

The average age of wives surveyed was 34.5 years, the duration of marriage was
13.0 years on average, and the proportion of husbands whose occupation were agriculture
and forestry showed 23.6 percent.

The average number of children ever born per couple was found to be 231. The
comparable figures from the past three fertility showed 3.39 in 1940, 3.30 in 1952, 2.79 in
1957. The same kind of figures obtained from both 1950 and 1960 National Population
Censuses were 3.17 and 2.50. There has been a steady decline of fertility in Japan con-
tracting to 68% of the family size in 1940.

There were 2,427 couples whose duration of marriage were more than 20 years, and
their average issues were 3.90 which correspond to 77% of the figure in 1940. Classifying
by husbands' occupations, the average number of children ever born among those couples
shows a clear difierential fertility, that is, 4.22 in agricultural and forestry workers, 4.02
in workers on own account in non-primary industries, 3.82 in manual laborers and 3.37
in non-manual workers.

When we compute cumulative number of births using figures of average number of
hirths occurred in the past one year before the survey for each group of couples having
different durations of marriage, we can obtain a figure of number of children born alive
i a hypothetical marriage cohort.

Comparing figures of the same kind between the fourth surveys, there comes out
more exaggerated tendency of fertility decline from 5.14 in 1940 to 2.57 in 1962 through
563 in 1952 and 2.93 in 1957. The figure of 1962 is as low as 44% of that of 1940.

Breaking down the above figure for 1962 into occupational groups of hushand, we find
such a differential fertility as ranging from 2.8 for agricultural and forestry workers, 2.6
for workers on own account in non-primary industries, 2.5 for manual laborers to 2.1 for
non-manual workers. The range of these fertility differences is somewhat narrower than
in the case of actual marriage cohorts mentioned already.

The present article, Part 1 of the Report of the Fourth Fertility Survey, includes
some analyses of just hasic figures, and further analytical works on more detailed data

will be written in continued articles,



