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Changing Frequency of Consanguineous Marriages
through Three Generations: A Survey on Marriages
in Factory Workers and Their Ancestors

NoBuo SHINOZAKI
SHIMAKO QGINO

The data used in this report were obtained from a demographic survey of male
employces working at some large scale factories and their families. As a part of this.
survey we collected informations on consanguinity in marriage with regard to the married
workers and their ancestors within two previous generations, that is, parents and grand-
parents of both hushand’s and wife’s sides.

The number of married workers who gave full response to our questions was 3, 844,
50 we obtained necessary informations with regard to 3,844 marriages in the workers”
own generation and twice that number in the parental generation and four times that
number in the grandparental generation.

Consanguineous marriages are found in a little more than 10 percent of total marri-
ages of the workers. This percentage is exceeded by that of marriages of their parental
generation, and the grandparental generation shows the highest proportion of consanguin-
eous marriages. As to about three percent of married couples of workers out of those
consanguincously married, it is found that marriages of all the parents and grandparents
of both hushand’s and wile's sides are consanguinecous. In the generations of parents and
grandparents, there arc some occupational differences in the proportion of consanguincous.
marriages. IFor instance, among couples whose hushands’ occupations are agriculture and

the like, a higher percentage of consanguineous marriages is noticed.
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